Chairman’s Award Application Executive Summary

Team Number: 294
Regional Selection: Los Angeles
Team Name: Beach Cities Robotics
Corporate/University Sponsors: Northrop Grumman Space Technology, GKN Aerospace
Impact of FIRST program on team participants: Being involved with Beach Cities Robotics and FIRST has helped students grow as individuals, learn team leadership and communication skills, select majors and colleges, learn about careers, and understand the value of community involvement. For the last four years, one hundred percent of our graduating seniors have gone on to college. Our mentors find a way to become positively engaged with the community in a way that has the most impact from their technical and leadership skills. (485)
Examples of role model characteristics for other teams to emulate: We assist other teams at competitions if we can, perhaps lending tools, donating parts, or lending programming assistance. We participate in public, professional, or educational events outside of competitions to help spread the word about FIRST and to promote cultural change. We educate students and the public with free on-line robotics instructional materials and through free summer workshops on technical and organizational topics. We strengthen our membership by attendance at FIRST workshops. (499)
Impact of FIRST program on team and community, especially in recent years: We have demonstrated our robots in open houses at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory, Northrop Grumman, and at local high schools Mira Costa and Redondo Union, in order to get the community interested and involved in the team, generate interest in FIRST, and in science and technology. The team has also demonstrated robots at local elementary schools as well as at the El Camino College Science Exhibition, having a positive impact as indicated by our increased student enrollment and mentor support. (496)
Team's innovative methods to spread the FIRST message: Team members have spoken directly to the community at demonstration events, used Internet media, and sent letters on our team letterhead to potential sponsors, community groups, clubs, news media, and politicians. We demonstrate our robots and team spirit to younger students, not only at middle schools, but to elementary school children, with very rewarding responses. (358)
Strength of partnership: The Redondo Beach school district and principal’s support have recently led to our use of a dedicated robotics laboratory on campus. Last year, Northrop Grumman, our primary corporate sponsor, donated a lathe, a mill, a band saw, and several smaller machines which the high school maintenance staff assisted us in installing in our laboratory’s machine room. Northrop Grumman also hosted the FRC kickoff event at their forum facility allowing us to invite all FIRST teams in the area to attend. (494)
Team's communication methods and results: Student members of the team have made presentations to local merchants and have successfully gained their financial support as well as their interest in our team and the FIRST program. We have a dedicated Web team of students who keep our site up-to-date, not only with our build and competition progress, but with resources that can be of use to other teams. We use both electronic and physical mail to inform news media and politicians about FIRST and to invite them to the regional competition. (341)
Other matters of interest to the FIRST judges, if any: We do our homework! Last year we contacted every politician, from school board members to the President of the United States. Several politicians have actually visited us in our laboratory on campus at Redondo Union High School. This year, we are continuing our relationship with politicians, and we are inviting radio, TV, and newspapers to come to the competitions and promote them to the public. Politically active mentors talk to our AD 53 Assemblymember and our CD 36 Congresswoman regularly. (398)
