
Hawaii Symbols, Emblems, and Mascots 

Bird 
 

Nene (Branta sandwicensis) - also known as the Hawaiian goose 

Colors Hawai`i, color Red 
Maui, color Pink 
Moloka`i, color Green 
Kaho`olawe, color Gray 
Lana`i, color Yellow 
O`ahu, color Yellow 
Kaua`i, color Purple 
Ni`ihau, color White 

Dance Hula 

Fish 

 

Humuhumunukunukuapua`a -Hawaiian Trigger Fish (Rhinecanthus rectangulus). 
The tiny, colorful fish with the long name - humuhumunukunuku apua'a -was 
designated as the state fish in 1985. The Rectangular Triggerfish is indigenous to 
Hawaii. It was selected after a high-profile campaign to educate the public about 
the kinds of fish that inhabit Hawaiian waters. 

According to legend, the humuhumunukuapua’a came about when the pig god, 
Kama Pua’a changed himself into a fish to escape the fire goddess, Pele. The fish 
has a thick skin to withstand the boiling waves through which he had to swim out 
into the deep sea. The Hawaiians say that this fish has always been able to make 
a noise like the grunting of a small hog. 

Flag Hawaii's state flag was adopted in 1894. It resembles the Union Jack of Great 
Britain because many of King Kamehameha's advisors were British and the islands 
were once placed under England's protection. The flag consists of eight horizontal 
stripes, representing the eight major islands, and the British Union Jack. It has 
served as the flag of the kingdom, republic, territory, and state of Hawaii. 

 

Flower Pua Aloalo or Ma`o-hau- hele, Hibiscus brackenridgei A. Gray, Native Yellow 
Hibiscus  

Gemstone Black Coral 

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Maohauhele.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Reef_Triggerfish_1.JPG


Language English & Hawaiian - Section 4. English and Hawaiian shall be the official 
languages of Hawaii, except that Hawaiian shall be required for public acts and 
transactions only as provided by law. [Add Const Con 1978 and election Nov 7, 
1978] 

Motto "Ua mau ke ea o ka aina i ka pono" (The life of the land is perpetuated in 
righteousness) 

Seal The seal was originally designed by Viggo Jacobsen for the then-Republic of 
Hawaii in 1895. The seal is a modified version of the royal coat of arms of the 
Hawaiian kingdom. Where the royal seal had two warriors, the state seal has King 
Kamehameha the Great on one side and the Goddess of Liberty on the other 
holding the Hawaiian flag. The regal crown was replaced by the sun and the year 
1959, which was when Hawaii officially became a state. The star in the center of 
the shield replaced canoe paddles crossed against a sail. The Phoenix below the 
shield is new. In other places, emblems or royalty were replaced by emblems 
symbolic of a new Hawaii. 

 

Song The Hawaiian Kingdom's national anthem, entitled "Hawai'i Pono'i," was 
composed by King David Kalakaua, the "Merrie Monarch", in 1876 to honor King 
Kamehameha I, founder of the Hawaiian Kingdom. The music was arranged by 
Captain Henry Berger, Bandmaster of the Royal Hawaiian Band, and was based on 
the Prussian hymn "Heil Dir Im Siegerkranz". It served as the national anthem of 
the Kingdom and the Territory of Hawaii from 1876 to 1893, until the overthrow 
of the royalty and the annexation of Hawai`i by the United States government. In 
1967, the legislature declared it as the official song of Hawaii. 

Hawaiian English 

Hawaiʻi ponoʻī, Hawaiʻi's own true sons, 

Nānā i kou moʻī, Be loyal to your king, 

Kalani aliʻi, Your country's liege and lord 

Ke aliʻi. The chief. 

Hawaiʻi ponoʻī, Hawaiʻi's own true sons, 

Nānā i nā aliʻi, Look to your chiefs, 

Nā pua muli kou, The children after you, 

Nā pōkiʻi. The young. 

Hawaiʻi ponoʻī, Hawaiʻi's own true sons, 

E ka lahui ē, People of loyal heart, 

ʻO kāu hana nui The only duty lies 

E ui ē. List and abide. 

Hui: Chorus: 

Makua lani ē, Father above us all, 

Kamehameha ē, Kamehameha e, 

Na kaua e pale, Who guarded in the war, 

Me ka ihe. With his spear. 
 

Tree Kukui Tree (Aleurites Moluccana) known as Candlenut Tree 
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